HIGH DESERT PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION


Professional Architectural / Aquatic Engineering Design Services
for 
High Desert Swimming Pool Replacement Project



Response Deadline:

May 30th, 2026, 5 P.M. PST



1. ANNOUNCEMENT

a. Notice to Interested Parties.  

High Desert Park & Recreation District (“District”) is issuing this Request for Information (“RFI”) to gather information engineering or architect firms (“Firms”) who provide professional aquatic engineering and design services.

The District is in the early planning stages of a potential public pool replacement project. Funding for the Project has not yet been secured but is anticipated to be funded through grants and fundraising. The purpose of this RFI is to better understand industry capabilities, experience, service approaches, and typical scope elements associated with preliminary aquatic facility planning and cost estimation.

This RFI is issued for information and planning purposes only. It does not constitute a solicitation, request for proposals, request for qualifications, or offer to contract. The District will not award a contract as a result of this RFI. Information received may be used to inform project scoping, budgeting, and potential future procurement strategies.

Responses and questions related to this RFI may be sent to the public officer acting as the District’s single point of contact:

High Desert Park & Recreation District
Attn:  Brandy Branstetter, District Manager
P.O. Box 238
Burns, OR  97720
highdesertparkrec@gmail.com


b. Description.  

The District is evaluating the potential replacement of its existing public pool facility, located at 1000 Oregon Ave, Burns OR 97720 (“Pool”). The Pool is aging and may require full replacement rather than renovation. While specific project elements have not been defined, the District anticipates that a replacement facility could include competitive and recreational aquatic components, related support spaces, and associated site improvements.  Pool is located on state park water conservation land, therefore, replacement must be designed to fit within the exact footprint of the existing Pool. At this stage, the District seeks to identify qualified service providers, to better understand industry best practices, recommended scope elements for preliminary planning, and appropriate methodologies for developing funding-level cost estimates. Information gathered through this RFI will assist the District in refining potential project elements, understanding likely cost ranges, and determining appropriate next steps, including a future procurement process if funding is secured.

Respondents are invited to provide narrative information describing their firm’s qualifications and experience in aquatic facility engineering and design, particularly for public sector pool replacement projects. The District is interested in learning about comparable projects completed within recent years, the respondent’s role on those projects, and general project characteristics. In addition, respondents are encouraged to describe typical services provided during early feasibility and conceptual design phases, recommended deliverables to support funding requests or ballot measures, and general approaches to order-of-magnitude cost estimating. Respondents may also provide general information regarding typical contracting approaches for preliminary planning services; however, formal pricing proposals are not requested and will not be evaluated.

The District may, following review of information received through this RFI, determine that a subsequent procurement is appropriate for preliminary aquatic engineering services. Any such procurement, if conducted, will be undertaken in accordance with applicable public contracting requirements, including the qualifications-based selection procedures set forth in ORS 279C.110, as applicable. Participation in this RFI is not a prerequisite to participation in any future solicitation.

Responses to this RFI shall be submitted electronically in PDF format by the date indicated in this notice. Submittals should be concise and focused on relevant experience and industry practices. The District is not responsible for any costs incurred in preparing a response. The District reserves the right to use or not use any information received and to proceed, or not proceed, with any future procurement at its sole discretion.





2. PREPARATION & SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION

a. Submittals Subject to Oregon Public Records Law.  

Information submitted in response to this process will become public records under Oregon law and will be subject to disclosure to any person or organization that submits a public records request. Respondents acknowledge that any submitted materials may be disclosed in its entirety to any person or organization making a records request, except for such information as may be exempt from disclosure under the law. If submittal contains any information that is considered trade secret under ORS 192.345(2), that information must be marked with the following:

“This data constitutes a trade secret under ORS 192.345(2) and shall not be disclosed except in accordance with the Oregon Public Records Law, ORS 192.”

The Oregon Public Records Law exempts from disclosure only bona fide trade secrets, and the exemption from disclosure applies only “unless the public interest requires disclosure in the particular instance.” ORS 192.345(2).  Note that cost or price information must be open to public inspection.

If the District receives a records request, including subpoena, covering information the respondent believes is covered by an applicable public records exemption, it is the respondent’s responsibility to defend and indemnify the District for any costs associated with establishing such an exemption.

b. Response Submission.

Responses must be submitted by a physical copy delivered to address above or delivered via email to the email address above. by the time and date for receipt stated in the Response Deadline, above.

c. Use of Information.

Information submitted in response to this Request for Information or information obtained through discussions with interested parties may be used as follows:

i. To determine availability of potential suppliers,
ii. To create budget estimates
iii. To guide existing programs, current work or future work,
iv. May be incorporated into a future procurement, 
v. May be discarded and not used.

d. THIS REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ALONE WILL NOT RESULT IN AN AWARD OF A CONTRACT OR PURCHASE.
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